
OPTA 2018 Conference and Convention Workshops 

 

Saturday, April 14, 2018 at 11 AM 

• Valuing Diversity and Leading with Inclusion: Presented by Donald Dunn, National PTA Director. A dream team 

includes people with different perspectives, skills, talents and connections. During this workshop, we will talk about 

vast perspectives of families at your school -- members of your PTA. In a hands-on activity, you will explore 

diversity and inclusion. Then model ways to be an inclusive leader so that your PTA cultivates the perspectives, 

skills, talents and connections of all families who want to make your PTA and school stronger for students. 

• Graduation Rates- How do we Make a Difference for our Children:  Presented by Colt Gill, Oregon Chief 

Education Officer. Oregon has struggled to improve graduation rates for many children including those with special 

abilities and children of color. This workshop will discuss the challenges and discuss the possible ways to make a 

difference in the short and long term. 

• STEM Identity- Raising Future Scientists and Engineers: Presented by Susan Zundel, Oregon ASK and Lisa 

Kensel, Portland Council PTA President. In this session participants will learn what "STEM" is all about and why 

supporting a child's STEM Identity begins at home. The instructors will share strategies for incorporating STEM into 

a child's life in small (STEM at home) and big (hosting family STEM events) ways, and where to look for more 

support and resources. 

• Starting your Year as a New PTA Leaders: Presented by Kristi Dille, Oregon PTA President-Elect. All newly 

elected board members will find valuable tips for making their new year on a local unit PTA board a successful one. 

Learn about all the resources at your disposal as well as insights for being an inspirational leader for your local 

school unit.  

 

Sunday, April 15, 2018 at 9 AM 

• Diversity and Inclusion Panel Discussion: Moderator, Jaime Cale, Oregon PTA Diversity and Inclusion Chair. 

Members from local units who have created an inclusive board and increased engagement amongst diverse groups 

while creating a welcoming environment at the PTA will discuss their strategies.  

• Working with Administrators to Achieve the Mission: Moderator, Scott Overton, Oregon PTA President. Panel 

members include Maryalice Russell, McMinnville District Superintendent and some of her team, Charles Foote, 

Bilquist Elementary Principal in North Clackamas SD.  We will discuss how the local PTA team can best work with 

the administration of the district and school to form a mutually beneficial plan to make every child’s potential a 

reality through engaging and empowering parents to advocate for all children.  

• How Social Media is Impacting the Insurance Market and other Insurance Insights: Presented by AIM 

Insurance. Learn about insurance offerings and how they impact your work as a local unit PTA leader. This is also a 

great opportunity to ask questions about your insurance coverage and complying to make sure you will be covered 

in case of an emergency or a loss to your unit. The impact of social media usage for your PTA will be covered. 

• Safety and Preparedness: This session will cover how to take steps to prepare your school community for 

emergencies both in the short and long term. From the big Cascadia Induction Event to a simple fire or loss of 

power at your school building, you will come away from this workshop knowing how to move forward to make all the 

children and staff in your schools safer in the event of an emergency.  


